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In view of the increasing importance 
of our work in hundreds of growing 
cities, the Church Extension Boards, 
namely, The Congregational Home 
Missionary Society, The Congregational 
Church Building Society and the Con- 
gregational Sunday School Extension 
Society, maintain a Department of City 
Work, directed by Rev. Luman H. 
Royce. During the past decade Dr. 
Royce has visited approximately one 
hundred cities, including all the larger 
cities of the country, assisting in the 
planning of buildings, the planting of 
churches and Sunday Schools, and the 
organization or reorganization of City 
Societies for Church Extension. Out of 
these practical experiences he has 
gleaned a fund of information regarding 
principles, policies and plans for city 
work, which he will be pleased to share 
as he may be invited to other cities. He 
will be pleased at any time to confer or 
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co-operate with state or city organiza- 
tions in the survey of old fields or new 
fields, giving as much time as possible, 
in either missionary or Constituent 
States, to the initiation of new work or 
the strengthening of work in older fields 
where new methods or new equipment 
may be needed. Inasmuch as his time 
is generally engaged several months in 
advance, all state or city organizations 
needing his services are requested to 
communicate with him at 287 Fourth 
Avenue, New York. 
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OUR CITIES are growing with 
amazing rapidity. The World 
War retarded the tide of im- 
migration, and yet, during the decade 
ending in 1920, there was a drift of 
nearly 12,000,000 people from rural to 
urban communities. Ninety-five cities 
doubled their population during the dec- 
ade until we had in 1920 sixty-eight 
cities with a population of over 100,000. 
More than half of our population dwell 
in cities of over 5,000 and nearly 30 per 
cent in cities of over 100,000. 

Twenty-five years ago the frontier of 
the home missionary enterprise was lo- 
cated in the sparsely settled communities 
of the great West. Today the frontier 
of the home missionary enterprise must 
be sought in these teeming cities north, 
and east, and south, and west. The note 
which Dr. Jefferson sounded nearly 
twenty years ago must be sounded today 
with even greater urgency : "The task 
of church extension in the city is one 
of the greatest tasks of the Twentieth 
Century. No denomination can hold the 
attention of thoughtful men which does 
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not go to work first of all and with the 
bulk of its resources in the city." No 
country is safe with its cities in the hands 
of the enemy. If Christianity fails in 
the city it fails everywhere, and Chris- 
tianity will surely fail in the city unless 
we face our task with increasing faith 
and foresight and liberality. 

The foreign-speaking population of 
our great cities is preponderant and sig- 
nificant beyond all estimate. Nearly a 
dozen cities beyond or speeding toward 
the million mark have a foreign-speaking 
population, including the children of for- 
eign-speaking parents, of nearly eighty- 
five per cent. Just now there is a tem- 
porary recession of the tide of immigra- 
tion, but it cannot last. Thirty people to 
the square mile in the United States, four 
hundred or five hundred people to the 
square mile in parts of Europe and Asia ! 
You might as well try to keep air out 
of a vacuum as try to stem this great 
providential, irrepressible movement of 
mankind. 

In many of our cities we already have 
in these people of foreign speech a home 
missionary opportunity embracing more 
people than the population of entire 
states east or west, a foreign missionary 
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opportunity, right in our midst, embrac- 
ing half a hundred tongues and dia- 
lects. These foreign-speaking commu- 
nities must be adequately churched. In 
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many instances better equipment must be 
provided and a much larger staff of 
workers, including foreign-speaking vis- 
itors, to bring these churches into more 
intimate and sympathetic contact with the 
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people they seek to reach. Many of our 
downtown churches, greatly crippled by 
the exodus of older families to the sub- 
urbs, must be maintained as radiant cen- 
ters of influence and as vantage points 
for the mobilization of our forces. 

Many churches in college and univer- 
sity communities must be subsidized and 
strengthened by missionary aid if we are 
to reach the young men and women who 
ought to be increasingly enlisted and 
trained for Christian leadership and ser- 
vice. Many of our churches in indus- 
trial communities must be provided with 
better leadership and equipment if we 
would share in the solution of those vex- 
atious social and economic problems 
which menace modern civilization. 

Manifold opportunities for real mis- 
sionary service confront us in hundreds 
of growing cities, calling for tremendous 
increase of missionary money and mis- 
sionary enthusiasm. Everything must be 
done on a larger scale than our fathers 
ever dreamed of. New fields must be 
entered where first bills are enormous ; 
new buildings must be erected where 
the cqst is frightful ; trained workers 
must be furnished in increasing numbers. 
No thoughtful person can face the com- 
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plex and manifold tasks which confront 
us in the modern city without realizing, 
sooner or later, that any adequate home 
missionary policy must have tremendous 
backing in those communities where 
wealth abounds. 

Every campaign demands a base. The 
logical and indispensable base for all 
missionary work both at home and a- 
broad must be steadily and strategically 
established in new and growing residen- 
tial sections. The automobile and other 
forms of rapid transit are shifting the 
people of substance and influence with 
amazing rapidity, even in our smaller 
cities, from downtown and midtown sec- 
tions to suburban communities. Just as 
rapidly as possible our base must be 
established and strengthened in these 
suburban areas. Adequate leadership and 
equipment now will mean incalculable 
reinforcement for our missionary work 
both at home and abroad ten years from 
now. 

Scores of these residential fields are 
appealing to our Church Extension 
Boards for aid. Most of these churches 
will be self-supporting and generous in 
their missionary contributions in a very 
short time if they can be properly aided 
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and encouraged during the period oi 
organization. The law of self-preserva- 
tion as well as the law of service should 
constrain us to enter these new and rap- 
idly growing sections as soon as possible. 

Let us respect the rights of others, but 
let us also believe that we as Congrega- 
tionalists stand for certain traits and 
truths which ought to be perpetuated. 
There has never been a time in the his- 
tory of the American church when Pil- 
grim principles have had such right of 
way in every progressive community as 
now. Steadily and increasingly the 
minds and hearts of men are turning 
toward those principles of democracy, 
equality and liberty for which we stand. 

Let us, then, as churches and as in- 
dividuals, face this task of church ex- 
tension in the city with a sober and yet 
inspiring realization of the growing pre- 
ponderance and power of these urban 
communities, believing that our work in 
these great metropolitan areas, guided 
by the Master Spirit, will have abiding 
reach and influence, not only in our land, 
but in all lands which wait the coming 
of His Kingdom. 
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